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Aims of the session

This presentation will illustrate efforts within 
British Council Vietnam to incorporate IELTS 
criteria into the assessment of learning for 
both Upper Secondary and Adult learners, 
and the implications this has had on 
syllabuses, courses, teacher assessment 
literacy and learner sense of progress.



Format of the Session

• Introduction and Situation

• British Council Courses overview

– Upper Secondary

– Adult courses

• Teacher Assessment Literacy

• Summary and Conclusions

• Questions and (hopefully) answers!



What’s your English level?

• Upper-Intermediate / Advanced / Pretty fluent?

• Native speaker / Mother tongue / Second language?

• B2 CEF?

• IELTS 8.5?



IELTS in Vietnam

• Vietnam is a top-ten country for IELTS

• c.100,000 exams taken each year

– Graduation from High School

– Entry to universities here and abroad

– Requirement to graduate from many university 
courses in Vietnam

– Job seeking and Career advancement

– Access to training - public and private organisations



A familiar situation?
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We have the results of your 
placement test. Well done…, you are 

a B1.2 and can study on our 
Intermediate B course.

Er…thanks. 
That’s nice…but 

what band is 
that in IELTS, 

teacher?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/125303894@N06/14387367072
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://uog-international.wikidot.com/uog-international:language
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


British Council Vietnam

• 80+ years of experience creating Educational Opportunities

• 25+ years in Vietnam

• Early Years, Primary & Lower Secondary

• Upper Secondary

• Adults





Upper Secondary Syllabus



Upper Secondary Assessment



Upper Secondary Assessment



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

But it’s not enough in Vietnam!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Well done in your assessments! You 
are doing really well and have B+ in 

most of them this term.

Er…thanks. 
That’s nice…but 
what does that 
mean in IELTS, 

teacher?

http://moviessansfrontiers.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/125303894@N06/14387367072
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Adult Courses

• myFoundation (A1)

• myClass (Work, Study, Live)

– Elementary (A1-A2)

– Pre-Intermediate (A2-B1)

– Intermediate (B1)

– Upper-Intermediate (B2)

• IELTS Preparation (B2+)



New! IELTS Premium

• Diagnostic Consultation & Study Plan

• 90 hours F2F learning

– Up to 72 hours of IELTS lessons

• 150 hours of online learning

• IELTS Writing service

• Mid-course and End-of-course Tutorials



New! IELTS Premium

• Diagnostic Consultation & Study Plan

• Feedback on IELTS Speaking in tutorials 
with IELTS Experts

• Feedback on IELTS Writing via homework 
submission

• Self-Assessment in class and online for 
Reading and Listening







Recap

• IELTS preparation and practice now 50% of Upper 
Secondary courses (Pre-Int and above). 
Some assessed tasks mimic IELTS tasks and use 
IELTS influenced criteria.

• Adults can opt for a blended IELTS programme of 
flexible learning and with expert advice.
All skills are assessed with reference to IELTS 
criteria (S&W) or marking systems (L&R).



Teachers

• So, what does this mean for our teachers?

– From vague notions of Elementary, 

Intermediate and Advanced 

– through to the CEF levels 

– through to IELTS Academic ratings



“Taylor (2009: 21) states that: ‘There can

be no doubt that testing and assessment are growing in importance 

and influence around the world today.’  She identified two reasons 

for this growth. The first is globalisation, which leads to a desire to 

align assessment frameworks with internationally accepted 

standards. The second is the increasing

reliance on test scores in education, the workplace and, perhaps 

most controversially, in migration and citizenship practice.”

Sheenan & Munro, 2017
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BUT,..

“Testing and assessment is an under-taught area in

many EFL teacher training programmes and, as a

result, many teachers have received little or no

training in the subject (Taylor, 2009). However,

testing and assessment have become an increasingly

important part of classroom practice. The impact of

globalisation is felt keenly in the world of language

teaching, and English has never been more popular

than it is now.”

-ibid

www.britishcouncil.org



Assessment Literacy

• Steps taken:
– Encouraging our teachers to take official IELTS Speaking 

examiner training

– Unofficial IELTS Writing assessment training

– British Council’s own IELTS training – 6.5 hours of self-access 
and reflective learning

– The frequent use of IELTS Public Descriptors

– Regular INSETT geared towards IELTS and IELTS teaching

– Training up a core of IELTS experts in, for example, marking 
IELTS Writing tasks.



Conclusions

We increasingly find it important to…

• …acknowledge the need of learners to understand their level of English 
with reference to IELTS – even if it is not designed to infer performance in 
criteria directly relevant to them

• …take the opportunity to provide meaningful feedback on progress and 
performance with certain groups of learners for whom this criteria is 
meaningful, and add to it other feedback for their language development too

• …provide clear tools for teachers to work with and support their 
standardisation in applying those criteria

• …take this opportunity to help teachers develop their assessment literacy 
in an important area (IELTS and EAP) so that they are supported in both 
their teaching and in their career.



A future situation?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

We have the results of your 
placement tests. Well done 

everyone…, you are a B1.2 and can 
study on our Primary Tigers course.

That’s nice…but 
what band is 
that in “IELTS 

Junior”, teacher?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/125303894@N06/14387367072
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.justintarte.com/2014/01/10-things-your-students-need-from-you.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Conclusions?

• IELTS washback can be positive for course design 
and for the associated assessment of learning

– if that is what the learners both need and want.

• IELTS washback can support the development of 
both teaching and learning

– if attention to broader language and skill development 
is not lost

– if we teach to the construct, as well as the test



Q & A

• Thank you for listening!

• Any questions?





Secondary Assessment


