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UK-VN HEP conference: University leadership and governance – navigating the course through major HE disruption
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	Assoc Prof Hoang Minh Son, Vice Minister, Ministry of Education and Training
Assoc Prof Hoang Minh Son was appointed Vice Minister, Ministry of Education and Training on 2 October 2020. Assoc Prof Hoang Minh Son is responsible for higher education, teacher training development, technology application, etc.
Before that, Assoc Prof Hoang Minh Son was Chair of University Council and President of Hanoi University of Science and Technology. He has been recognised as a transformative education leader for the university, and a regular consultant for the Vietnamese Government and the Ministry of Education and Training in the areas of higher education reforms such as autonomy, leadership and governance, and quality assurance. He also contributed his expertise to developing an innovative university model towards the industrial revolution 4.0 in Vietnam.
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	Assoc Prof Nguyen Thu Thuy, Director General, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education and Training

Associate Prof. Dr. Nguyen Thu Thuy is Director General, Higher Education Department, Ministry of Education and Training, Vietnam.
Before that, she was Deputy Director General, Higher Education Department, and has a long academic career as former Vice President for research and international cooperation of Foreign Trade University, Vietnam. Dr. Thuy got her PhD in Finance from Rotterdam School of Management (Erasmus University, Rotterdam, the Netherlands), M.Sc. of Finance from Tilburg University (Tilburg, the Netherlands), M.A. of Development Economics from Institute of Social Studies (the Hague, the Netherlands) & National Economics University (Hanoi, Vietnam), and B.A. of international economics from Foreign Trade University (Hanoi, Vietnam). 
Dr. Thuy’s professional activities focus extensively on higher education governance, besides economics and finance. She also acts as local consultant for various educational capacity-building projects of Vietnam’s Ministry of Education and Training (BCEP, TBS2, HEP2). Dr. Thuy has published extensively in academic journals, both locally and internationally, and written many books and textbooks.




	Panel discussion 1
	University leadership and governance – reflection on partnership gains and identification of future opportunities
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	Rob Humphreys CBE FLSW
Rob Humphreys is a member of the Council of the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, having previously been Director of The Open University in Wales from 2007 to 2017. On behalf of the Global Wales partnership, he has been instrumental in establishing bilateral relationships, at higher education and governmental levels, between Wales and Vietnam. Rob has twice been elected by university leaders in Wales to the role of Vice Chair of the national sectoral body, Universities Wales. During his career at senior level Rob has been appointed by the Government to serve on a number of major reviews and Commissions in Wales. These include the Independent Review of Higher Education, the Silk Commission on Devolution, and most recently the Diamond Review of higher education funding in Wales (2015-16). He was Chair of the independent review of governance in further education (the Humphreys Review), and independent chair of the merger of the two Workers Educational Association organisations in Wales to become WEA Cymru (now Adult Learning Wales). On two occasions was appointed as specialist adviser on FE and HE to the Welsh Affairs Committee of the House of Commons. Before joining the OU Rob was Director of the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education in Wales, and prior to that lectured in adult education at Swansea University for 12 years. During his time at Swansea he worked on the award-winning Community University of the Valleys project, for which he was awarded a Distinguished Teaching Award.  Rob is a Trustee of the National Museum of Wales and has recently been appointed as Trustee of the British Council. He is an elected Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales, and in 2015 was awarded a CBE for services to adult education and voluntary movements in Wales. 
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	Gwen Williams, Head of International, Universities Wales, Head of Global Wales Programme
Gwen has managed the international portfolio at Universities Wales since June 2014. She has been responsible for the design and development of the Global Wales programme, working with government and other key partners in Wales to build consensus and secure funding. Prior to joining Universities Wales, Gwen spent the early part of her career in Brussels working for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and representing the interests of the higher education sector.
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	Dr THEINGI, Rector, Technological University – Thanlyin, Ministry of Education, Myanmar

She is an active Central Executive Committee (CEC) member of Rectors’ Committee (RC) in Myanmar since 2018. She is also a Councilor of Myanmar Engineering Council (2103-Present). She holds a Fellowship of ASEAN Academy of Engineering and Technology (AAET).  She is also a project board member, representing Rectors’ Committee (RC), in cooperation with the National Education Policy Commission (NEPC), Ministry of Education (MoE) and British Council. She is Senior Trainer of   NIHED programme. And, she is Rector of Technological University (Thanlyin) under Ministry of Education, Myanmar.
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	Dr Yin Yin Win, Head, Department of Law, Taunggyi University, Myanmar
She studied international law as specialization and she is teaching international human rights law and international humanitarian law in Taunggyi University. She is performing local trainer for environmental legal education in Myanmar appointed by IUCN Academy of Environmental Law. (https://www. teachenvirolaw.asia /profile/yin-yin-win). Dr Yin Yin Win is also one of the Executive Members the Asian Society if International Law. She is member of Administrative Body and Senate of Taunggyi University. She attended training relating to the NIHEAD and DIES NMT Workshops related to transforming higher education scenarios in Myanmar. She is also contact person at international relations office of Taunggyi University. She has done project for enhancement of students’ engagement: Second Year Law and Botany Courses in 2018-2019 academic year by the supervision of National Institute for Higher Education Development (NIHEAD) and UCL (UK). She is also selected to join at the NIHED ToT in April 2020. She is now preparing to give UC 21 Workshop in Myanmar for sharing her knowledge and experience from NIHED trainings in cooperation with the British Council, Department of Higher Education of Ministry of Education, Advanced HE (UK) and the participants of NIHED ToT.
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	Jo Chaffer, Key Global Associate, Advance HE
Jo Chaffer is a leadership development specialist with a background in supporting Higher Education evolution and growth at sector and organisational level in many countries around the world. She has been working with Advance HE for around four years in combination with a mix of post-degree teaching, research, coaching and leading teams through big mountains.
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	Assoc. Prof. Le Thi Kim Oanh, Vice Rector, University of Technology, University of Danang

Prof. Le Thi Kim Oanh obtained her Bachelor degree from Danang University of Technology (DUT) in 1986, and has taught at the Faculty Project Management of DUT since 1986. She holds a Master in Management of Technology from AIT (Thailand) and a PhD in Environmental Economics from Kyoto University (Japan). She was Deputy Director of Science, Postgraduate, and International Cooperation Department of DUT from 2006 to April, 2012. Since May 2012, she has been Vice-Rector of Danang University of Science and Technology – The University of Danang. 
Prof. Oanh is an author/co-author of several books, five research projects, and numerous research papers published on domestic and international journals and conferences. Her current research interest is in the area of environmental management and policy, environmental financing, industrial management and operations



	Panel discussion 2
	[bookmark: _Hlk51151003]Leading through disruption – sharing reflections of managing change and delivering teaching and learning throughout the pandemic
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	Prof Iwan Davies, Vice Chancellor, Bangor University, Chair of Global Wales
Professor Iwan Davies was appointed as the eighth Vice-Chancellor of the University in its 135 year history. Professor Davies is a leading authority on International Commercial Law and has published extensively in Asset Finance, IP and Personal Property Law.
A graduate of Aberystwyth, Cambridge and Cardiff Universities, he is a Barrister having been invited and called to the Bar for distinguished legal academic scholarship. He is a Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales and also Visiting Fellow, Jesus College Oxford.
Professor Davies is currently Chair of Global Wales and has a strong reputation for internationalisation, having developed successful initiatives and partnerships around the world. He holds a number of visiting Professor posts as well as other international appointments. He is a fluent Welsh speaker.
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	Assoc Prof Dr Dam Sao Mai, Director, Office of Science Management and International Affairs
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dam Sao Mai currently works as the director of Office of Science Management and International Affairs and the senior scientist of the Biotechnology and Food Technology Institute at the Industrial university of HCMC, Vietnam. She is also a PhD supervisor at the Institute of Bioengineering and Process Engineering, Szent István University, Hungary. She is associated with several professional bodies including Asia-Pacific Institute of Food Professionals (APIFP), Asia Food Safety and Food Security association (AFSA), International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) as a member. She holds a doctorate in Biology from the Institute of Plant experiment and Genetics, Uzbekistan and a master in Food Science from Szent István University, Hungary via scholarship. She is actively engaged in the professional and scientific outreach activities in Asia-Pacific region.
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	Assoc. Prof. Le Thi Kim Oanh, Vice Rector, University of Technology, University of Danang

Prof. Le Thi Kim Oanh obtained her Bachelor degree from Danang University of Technology (DUT) in 1986, and has taught at the Faculty Project Management of DUT since 1986. She holds a Master in Management of Technology from AIT (Thailand) and a PhD in Environmental Economics from Kyoto University (Japan). She was Deputy Director of Science, Postgraduate, and International Cooperation Department of DUT from 2006 to April, 2012. Since May 2012, she has been Vice-Rector of Danang University of Science and Technology – The University of Danang. 
Prof. Oanh is an author/co-author of several books, five research projects, and numerous research papers published on domestic and international journals and conferences. Her current research interest is in the area of environmental management and policy, environmental financing, industrial management and operations
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	Prof Tran Thanh Hai, Rector, Hanoi University of Mining and Geology
Prof. Tran Thanh Hai is the Rector of the Hanoi University of Mining and Geology since November 2018. He received his Master and Doctor degrees from University of Regine, Canada. Prof. Hai is also a leader of the Society of Asia Oceana Geosciences, the National Foundation for Science and Technology (NAFOSTED) and the National Committee of the International Geoscience Programme – UNESCO Vietnam.



	Panel discussion 3
	Leadership enabling greater students’ learning outcomes and innovation through University Industry links
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	Prof Leigh Robinson, Pro Vice Chancellor, Partnership and External Engagement, Cardiff Metropolitan University
Professor Leigh Robinson is a Professor of Sport Management and Pro-Vice Chancellor: Partnerships and External Engagement.  Leigh oversees the University’s activities in student recruitment, global engagement, wellbeing and sustainability. She has a global reputation for her research and knowledge exchange in the development of competitive advantage and capacity building in developing sport nations. She has worked with a range of organisations, such as the International Olympic Committee, the British Olympic Association, Trinidad and Tobago Olympic Committee and the Malaysian Government. Leigh is a member of the Board of Sport Wales and an advisor to Olympic Solidarity, the education commission of the Olympic Committee.
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	Prof Raymond Lee, Associate Dean (Global Engagement), Professor of Biomechanics, University of Portsmouth; Co-Chair of the UK Vietnam Higher Education Network

Professor Lee is the Associate Dean (Global Engagement) of the Faculty of Technology and Chair of the Biomedical Engineering Research Group. He is also the UK Co-Chair of the British Council UK-Vietnam Higher Education Partnership Network. His research lies in the areas of healthcare technology, ageing and back pain. He is involved in a number of educational and research projects with colleagues in the NHS and industry.
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	Assoc Prof Huynh Dang Chinh, Vice President, Hanoi University of Science and Technology 

Assoc Prof. Huynh Dang Chinh was awarded with his PhD in Inorganic Chemistry at Hanoi University of Science and Technology (HUST), Vietnam in 2003. He worked as a visiting researcher in India, Japan, and Belgium. His research interests include solid state chemistry, functional nanostructured oxides, magnetic materials, magnetic nanoparticles, and nanocomposites. He has been publishing a number of scientific papers on these topics. Since 2009 until the present, he has actively involved in science communities such as the National Foundation for Science and Technology Development (NAFOSTED); the committee of Mineral Processing, Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT); the Council of the Academy of Science and Technology; the Council of Chemical Professors at Hanoi University of Science and Technology; the curriculum development Vietnam Japan University at Hanoi National University. He also participates in the Chemical Engineering Technology Association, Vietnam Association of Catalytic and Adsorption as a vice-president. Assoc Prof. Chinh has been appointed as a vice-president in charge of research and development at Hanoi University of Science and Technology from September 2020. 
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	Prof Chu Duc Trinh, Vice Rector, University of Technology and Engineering, VNU Hanoi

Chu Duc Trinh received the Ph.D. degree from Delft University of Technology, Delft, The Netherlands, in 2007. He is currently a Full Professor with the Faculty of Electronics and Telecommunications. Since 2017, he has been a Vice Rector of the University of Engineering and Technology, Vietnam National University, Hanoi (VNU).
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	Brian Spence, Founding Partner, S&P Investment

Brian Spence is Managing Partner of S&P Investments. He has over 35 years of experience in the UK financial services industry as an investment manager, financial planner, & M&A specialist. 
He is a regular contributor in the UK financial press and has a deep understanding of the financial services community.
He was Founding Partner at the London-based consultancy firm Harrison Spence, building the “Harrison Spence” brand from scratch into one of the foremost consultancy firms in the City of London. During 35 years of business, Brian has been advising clients in finance institutions, medical, industrial and private-equity companies in Europe and Asia.
Since 1900s, Brian has specialist expertise in Socially Responsible Investment and launched a number of international and home-based products that were the first of their kind in the UK.
He launched the first Pan-European conference on investing with Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) awareness and first professional l examination in the subject.
In 2016, Brian moved to Asia and set up S&P Investments with his partners in order to bring to Vietnam the very best of Asian and International financial culture by the combination of their expertise and resources.
As a partner of accelerator and incubator in Vietnam, Brian work together with Vietnamese entrepreneurs & business owners to develop strategy which help their businesses thrive and their valuations increase.
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